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UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES (UNDRIP) 
IT’S BEGINNINGS

• The Declaration was over 25 years in the making.  

• The idea originated in 1982 when the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) set up its Working  
Group on Indigenous Populations (WGIP), to deal with the problem of discrimination faced by 
indigenous peoples. 

• Tasked with developing human rights standards that would protect indigenous peoples, in 1985 the 
Working Group began working on drafting the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

• ON  THEIR OWN, THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION ADOPTED THE 
INDIGENOUS AND TRIBAL PEOPLES CONVENTION (Statement) IN 1989! 

• The UNDRIP draft wasn’t finished until 1993 and was submitted to the Sub-Commission on the 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, which gave its approval in 1994.  

• The Draft Declaration was then referred to the Commission on Human Rights, which established another 
Working Group to examine its terms. The second Working Group met 11 times to finalize the language. 

• Progress was slow because of certain states' concerns regarding some key provisions of the Declaration, 
such as indigenous peoples' right to self-determination and the control over natural resources existing 
on indigenous peoples' traditional lands.



UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (UNDRIP) 

IT’S BEGINNINGS (cont’d)

• The Declaration was then referred to the General Assembly, which voted on the adoption of 
the proposal on September 13, 2007.   

• The vote was 143 countries in favor, 4 AGAINST, 11 Abstentions and 34 Absent. 

• Three abstaining countries, Colombia, Samoa, and Ukraine have since endorsed the 
document. 

• The 4 AGAINST were Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the United States.  All were 
former British colonies with a majority of non-Indigenous population. 

• Since then, all four countries have moved to endorse the declaration in some way but all 
were clear that it would not actually become binding law. 

• In 2007 Australia launched a comprehensive “Intervention” into Aboriginal communities in 
the Northern Territory, which was supposed to safeguard important human rights but it 
was discriminatory and the government never talked with the Aboriginal people to ask 
what changes they wanted to see.



UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (UNDRIP) 

IT’S BEGINNINGS (cont’d)

• New Zealand had problems with the language that "appears to require recognition of 
rights to lands now lawfully owned by other citizens, both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous. This ignores contemporary reality and would be impossible to implement." 

• In the view of the United States, the Declaration advances "a new and distinct 
international concept of self-determination specific to indigenous peoples," which is not 
the same as the existing concept in international law.  The statement also interprets free, 
prior and informed consent, "which the United States understands to call for a process 
of meaningful consultation with tribal leaders, but not necessarily the agreement of 
those leaders, before the actions addressed in those consultations are taken." 

• Politics in Canada have changed.  In 2021 the Liberal Party passed the Declaration 
through both chambers of Parliament to become law. In doing so Canada became the 
first of the four countries that originally voted against the UNDRIP to adopt it into 
law. 

• The other 3 countries have now supported the Declaration but not as binding law.



UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (UNDRIP) 

IT’S BEGINNINGS (cont’d)

➢Canada is FAR ahead of the United States in making reparations to Indigenous people. 
➢In 2019 British Columbia made the UNDRIP part of their Provincial law. 
➢Canada already has a Truth and Reconciliation Commission that has already made 

payments to Indigenous people who survived the horrors of Indian Boarding Schools 
➢A Native woman leader also challenged the Pope to give “more than words” in reparations.   
➢On June 3, 2019, the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 

Girls presented its Final Report, which showed that homicide rates for Indigenous women 
were nearly six times higher than for non-Indigenous women. 

➢The UNDRIP was listed in the Report as a “Tool” which can assist with holding 
governments to account regarding the rights of aboriginal women.  

➢Indigenous women’s rights still need to be included and recognized as basic human rights. 
This must include recognition of the right to live without fear of violence.  

➢SO IT IS POSSIBLE FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLE TO MAKE CHANGE IN FEDERAL 
LAW. IT HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE IN CANADA.



UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (UNDRIP) 

CONTENT

• What can this Declaration possibly say that can cause such uproar in countries 
around the world? 

• There are 34 clauses in the Preamble and 46 Articles.  Here we go.
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UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (UNDRIP) 

• HOW CAN TRIBES USE THIS DECLARATION? 

• Tribes can encourage the United States to follow the example of Canada and make the 
UNDRIP the law if the United States. 
➢	 Is this likely to happen in our current political climate?  Probably not. 
➢	 But we can VOTE to change the political climate. 

• Nothing prevents Tribes from making the UNDRIP a matter of TRIBAL Law. 
➢Remember to review your foundational documents. Some of them say you have to follow 

federal law instead of leading it. 
➢Then lobby to get the United States to come along and make the UNDRIP a matter of U.S. law. 
➢Don’t forget to partner with your local Labor brothers and sisters, as they took the lead in 

making the UNDRIP happen! 
➢THE END
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